What Can You Do?

Types of Baling Twine

Osprey &

T Pick up used twine! B I - T u
* Secure twine in trucks a I ng WI n e

and trailers

e Thin plastic rope

e Used to bind

bales of hay * Dispose of twine where

Osprey can't get it!
e (Can be
orange, blue, 2 Organize a local twine
pink, or green clean-up day and win prizes!
(Check our website for

® Takes 50+ details to enter drawing).

years to
decompose! 3 Help spread the word about

baling twine and Osprey!

For More information:

The problem:

Sometimes used
baling twine gets
left out

Osprey Institute
construct their www.owlinstitute.org/
nests with 4 Oosprey-and-baling-twine
sticks, soft

moss, and grass

Montana Osprey Project

ghﬁy in[Ck. L https:/hs.umt.edu/osprey/
alling twine

to pu% in their CSKT Wildlife Management
e https://csktnrd.org/wildlife

Raptor View Research Institute
Can you spot the orange baling https://www.raptorview.org/osprey-project html
twine in the Osprey nest?
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What Are Osprey?

Why is Baling Twine Dangerous for Osprey?

Osprey are large black and white
raptors that live near rivers and lakes
and eat mostly fish.

Wingspan =5to 6 ft

Powerful
eyesight

Strong talons

Osprey used to be an endangered
species until the pesticide DDT was
banned in 1972 and populations
rebounded, now Osprey are more
common!

‘Charlotte’
and ‘Charlie’
on their nest in
Charlo, MT.

In 2021, one of their chicks died from being
tangled in baling twine.

Adults and
young can
get tangled in
baling twine

in the nest

They may
become
injured, unable
to move, or
fall and dangle
from the nest

e )
Baling twine causes Osprey to

die slow, painful deaths from
starvation, injuries, infection
and immobilization

About 10% of Osprey
chicks will die from being
tangled in baling twine

Other Benefits of

Picking Up Twine

- Keeps environment clean
and protects other wildlife

- Protects livestock from
accidental ingestion, leading
to internal blockages

- Keeps farm equipment from
getting damaged




