INTRODUCTION

Accurately aging nestlings is important in studying reproduction and development in owls. Aging

A Photographic Guide to Aging Snowy Owls
From Hatching to Fledging

young can clarify hatching dates and help track developmental chronology and survival. Snowy
Owls (Bubo scandiacus) provide a unique opportunity to document nestling development due to
their accessible ground nests and resiliency to human presence, allowing researchers to answer
many questions about their life history. This document provides a comprehensive guide to
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development and aging through age-specific behaviors and morphological changes, aiding

researchers in the field and adding to the pictorial documentation of this species.
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Figure 1.

Fitted growth curves of mass verse age for Snowy Owl
nestlings, 1993 and 1995

STAGE FIVE: Days 22 - 28 STAGE SIX: Days 29 — 35

STAGE EIGHT: Days 44 — 55

STAGE SEVEN: Days 36 — 43
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monitoring, and conservation of this species.
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